
 

28th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope this finds you and your families as well as can be.  There is a lot to update you on this week, so please 

take the time to scroll down. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Please see below for some key dates coming up.  You will receive separate information about each of these 

events nearer the time. 

 

Friday 11th February 

100 Days at School dress up day (a letter from the 

Friends of Marvels Lane Primary School will follow 

next week) 

Monday 14th – Friday 18th February SPRING HALF TERM 

Monday 21st February INSET DAY – school closed to children 

Tuesday 8th – Thursday 10th March Parent/Carer consultation week 

Thursday 31st March Spring Festival 3:15-4:15pm 

Friday 1st April TERM ENDS 

Tuesday 19th April SUMMER TERM STARTS 

Thursday 26th May Queen’s Jubilee playground tea party 

Friday 27th May PLATINUM JUBILEE DAY – school closed 

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June SUMMER HALF TERM 

Monday 6th June Children return to school 

 

Please note that school is closed on 21st Feb for staff training and also 27th May for the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee.  This is because every school is able to choose an extra bank holiday instead of the actual bank 

holiday, which is 3rd June during half term. 

 

COVID UPDATE 

 

You will no doubt be aware that restrictions have been eased across the country as the Omicron variant 

continues to prove to be infectious, but in most cases less severe. 

 

Unfortunately, at Marvels Lane we have experienced an increase in cases over the past 2 weeks.  While the 

numbers of positive cases in children is relatively low, we have had a high proportion of staff who have tested 

positive.  I am aware that this is the case for several parents too. 

 

Thankfully, everyone appears to be on the road to recovery, but in the meantime thank you to families for 

continuing to be vigilant and understanding in helping to minimize transmission.  Also a huge thank you to 

staff who have covered left right and centre this past week, so that children’s learning has been disrupted as 

little as possible.  While we have this increase in cases we will continue with the school’s current Covid 

Management Plan and restrictions. 
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TREES FOR SCHOOLS 

 

You will have noticed some new trees being planted on both Marvels Lane and Riddons Road.  They are quite 

small now, but we are hoping that they will (literally) blossom over the coming years and be a lovely addition 

to our school environment. 

 

Apparently, the first two years are crucial in terms of the trees being healthy and surviving, so we will be 

asking each class to ‘adopt’ a tree and take responsibility for looking after it from next half term. 

 

ROAD SAFETY, PARKING & MORNING DROP-OFF 

 

!!! PLEASE HELP !!! 

 

Along with the trees, we have also tried to significantly improve the school environment and the safety of the 

children by working with Lewisham in making Riddons Road a ‘School Street’. 

 

This means that at the beginning and end of the school day children can walk into school on Riddons Road 

with little or no safety worries.  Unfortunately, because it is a busy bus route, we cannot do the same for 

Marvels Lane.  I am becoming increasingly worried about your children’s safety on this road. 

 

The problems are: 

1) Huge buses 

2) Cars driving too fast and pulling out impatiently 

3) Cars parking on narrow pavements, the road, yellow lines and over driveways 

4) Cars doing 3-5 point-turns in the road 

5) Parents not using the lollipop lady for crossing the road 

 

The first two, we cannot really control (although I am still trying to get Lewisham to put bigger bumps in the 

road).  The other three, I believe, are the responsibility of individual parents and our community as a whole. 

 

The possible solutions are: 

1) Walk to school – if so, can families walking from anywhere lower than Lions Close take a little detour 

to Riddons Road via Dyneley Road. 

2) If you drive – why not park on Dyneley Road or at the top of Riddons Road nearer the cemetery?  

 

I do recognise that these changes may feel big, but are only likely to mean differences in your morning routine 

of a couple of minutes or 100 yards, surely this is no contest when compared to your child’s safety and 

wellbeing.  PLEASE CONSIDER THIS and feel free to e-mail us with any other ideas that you might have to 

improve children’s safety at the beginning and the end of the school day. 

 

FINALLY 

 

On a positive note, I wanted to say how impressed I have been with the children this past fortnight as they 

have completed their mid-year assessments.  We know that the post-Covid road to recovery for children’s 

learning requires a short and long term approach, but these mid-year assessments have shown us how well on 

the way your children are.  Your teachers are looking forward to discussing your children’s individual next 

steps after half term during week beginning 7th March. 

 

In the meantime, I am looking forward to ‘No Pens Wednesday’ on the 9th February, where everyone in 

school will be learning and working by speaking and listening, not writing! 

 

Warmest wishes 

 

Edward Dove 


