
 
3rd September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and you families have enjoyed a fun and restful Summer holidays. We are very much 

looking forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday morning. 

We have been working hard this week to get everything ready for the new year, both in terms of 

your children’s learning and also responding to the government’s new Covid guidelines.  

I am writing to explain some of the key new arrangements that will be in place. 

Covid Risk Assessment 

You will know that during recent weeks most Covid 19 restrictions have been lifted across the 

country. The current government guidance for schools states that it is really important that 

disruption to children’s education is minimised and that Covid 19 now becomes a virus that we learn 

to live with. This is because children and young people are at very low risk of becoming seriously ill 

with the virus and the vaccination programme has been rolled out to virtually all adults in the school 

and community. 

Along with other Lewisham schools, we are putting plans in place for this new term that hopefully 

find the right balance between lifting or reducing restrictions where doing so will make the most 

difference to the children and school life, and maintaining some other safety measures where 

possible.  

The main points are as follows: 

BEGINNING AND END OF THE SCHOOL DAY 

There will be no staggered start.  

The two gates on Marvels Lane and the top gate on Riddons Road will all be opened at 8.45am.  

For children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3, parents can now bring their child direct to the 

classroom door. 

Children in Years 4, 5 & 6 will be asked to wait in a class line in the Top (Yr4), Middle (Yr5) and 

Bottom (Yr6) playgrounds, until their teacher leads them in at 8.55am. 

You may use any gate except the main gate. Gates will close at 9am. Any late arrivals will then need 

to be taken to the main gate, where they will need to wait to be met by a member of staff to take 

them in. 

School finishes at 3.15pm.  

Gates will be opened at 3.10pm for parents to collect children in years R - 3 from their classrooms. 

Children in years 4 - 6 will be taken by their teacher to the playground (where they lined up), from 

where they can be collected, allowed to meet up with their adult at their younger sibling’s classroom 

or (by arrangement) go home on their own. 

Gates will be shut at 3.30pm. 



 
Nursery parents, please note that Nursery timings are slightly different and you will be advised 

separately. 

You can apply for a space in Breakfast Club or After School Club if these timings are not suitable. 

PARENTS ON SITE 

I am pleased to say that these new arrangements mean that parents are now able to come back on 

the school playground. Children in years R to 3 will need to be supervised by their parent or other 

designated adult until they are in their classroom and after they have been dismissed at the end of 

the day. 

Parents of the older children may stay with them while they are in the line if they choose. 

Parents are also now welcome to visit the school office in person, if they need  -  please do this via 

the main gate. However, in order to minimise the amount of people in this small space, we would 

ask that, if you can resolve your issue over the phone or by email, you continue to do so. Please note 

that all payments will still need to be made online. 

PREVENTION 

Face coverings are now optional for all adults on site. 

Year group bubbles and social distancing measures are no longer required. This means that children 

will play, eat lunch and have assemblies with children in other year groups. That said, where 

possible, we have organised this to involve less mixing than before (e.g only 2 or 3 year groups in a 

playground or hall at any one time). Adults may also choose to maintain a social distance where they 

can. 

Regular handwashing, enhanced cleaning and increased ventilation will still be maintained. 

Staff are still asked to take Rapid Lateral Flow Tests twice weekly. 

RESPONSE  

The guidance for when a child or member of staff should self-isolate has changed significantly. 

Your child must only self-isolate if: 

a) They have tested positive for Covid-19, or 

b) They have symptoms of Covid-19, while they are waiting for the results of a PCR test. 

If your child has at least one of the three main symptoms  -  a high temperature; a new, continuous 

cough or a loss of taste/smell  -  then you must keep them off school and let us know. They should 

then get a PCR Test. If the test is positive, they must stay at home for the full ten days. If it is 

negative they can return when they are feeling better. 

If your child has been a close contact of someone who has tested positive, even if that person is in 

the same household, they do not need to self-isolate. They come to school as normal, but should 

get a PCR test (they would only self-isolate if that test came back as positive). 

If your child is ill with other symptoms, please also keep them off school and contact the office in the 

usual manner. They will recommend to you if your child’s symptoms suggest that they should have a 

PCR test. 



 
These arrangements for children also apply to all double-vaccinated adults and staff. Those who 

have not received both doses of a vaccine, for whatever reason, will still need to self-isolate if they 

have been identified as a close contact. 

At the moment, it is only NHS Test and Trace that will be informing people if they have been close 

contacts. Schools are not expected to do this anymore. 

These are the main arrangements and measures that will be in place from Monday. For full details, 

please see the new Covid Management Plan Sept 2021 on the website. 

We will be in touch with further Covid updates and answers to questions over the next few days and 

weeks, as we see what is and isn’t working and also in response to any (inevitable) new local or 

national guidance. If you have any questions in the meantime, please do contact the school.  

Once we are settled, we will also be in contact with more details about other aspects of school life, 

your child’s learning and opportunities to meet your child’s class teacher. 

We look forward to seeing you and your children on Monday. Please don’t worry if you have 

forgotten the name of your child’s new class – there will be various staff available on Monday 

morning to direct you to the right place.  

Very best, 

Edward Dove 

 


