
Dear all, 

  

We are nearing the end of our first full week under our new arrangements and I wanted to thank everyone  -  

parents, staff and our fabulous children  -  for all they have done to make things work. 

  

Many of the arrangements are new to all of us and there have understandably been some things that haven’t 

worked so well or have needed to be improved. Please bear with us as we try to get things working as 

effectively as they can. Your feedback is also very helpful in this regard, thank you. 

  

Please see our website for the full Risk Assessment and see below for some changes that we need to make 

from Monday 14th. 

  

Drop-off and Pick-up Arrangements 

This is obviously a big organisational challenge. For the most part it is working well, but there are 3 areas we 

want to change/improve: 

  

1.       Timings 

To try and reduce waiting times, each year group will have a shorter ‘window’ to arrive or be picked up. This 

means that Years 6, 4, 2 & 1 will arrive and leave at the same times, but Years 5, 3, R & N will arrive and 

leave 5 minutes earlier, with all gates being shut in the morning at 9.05am. Please see new timing sheet 

attached. 

  

2.       Adults Social Distancing 

While the children need to continue to stay in their separate year groups, we need the adults to get even 

better at keeping socially distanced on the pavement. This means keeping 2 metres apart or 1 metre if 

wearing a face covering, not crowding the gate and not ‘jumping the queue’. 

In the mornings, please keep as close as possible to your timings, including trying not to arrive to early. 

In the afternoons, we will also be trialing asking parents to queue at a social distance and the teachers will 

then call the children one at a time based on the order of the adult queue. 

  

3.       Siblings at different gates 

Unfortunately, we have so many families with brothers and sisters we can’t avoid this. For those of you with 

children at different times, thank you for your patience. For those of you with children expected to be a 

different places at the same time, please speak to Mrs Macnamara and we’ll come up with a better individual 

plan. 

  

LUNCHES 

Again, thank you for everyone’s patience. We are aiming to provide an increasing amount of hot dinners over 

the coming weeks, although this is not easy with the size of our kitchen, our limited playground space and 

needing to keep each year group apart. We will keep you posted with our plans and continue to provide 

upgraded School Packed Lunches for those who want it. In the meantime, for those bringing Home Packed 

Lunch, please make sure there are no fizzy drinks, no chocolate spread and absolutely NO NUTS. 

  

MOBILE PHONES 

If you would like your child to bring a mobile phone to school because they need it for their journey, please 

contact the office for a permission form. Once complete, children can bring a phone (or watch phone) to 

school which will need to be handed in on arrival. Similar to our usual rules we will also expect that while 

they are waiting outside the gates phones are only used to talk to you and not for any other purposes such 

as music, videoing or sharing pictures. 

  

  

BREAKFAST CLUB and AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

We are now able to offer limited places in Breakfast Club and After School Club to other families who need it 

in order to work. Please let the office know if you are interested and we will send you all the details and 

arrangements. 

  

Finally…. 



Thank you again for your ‘can do’ attitude and the many messages of appreciation that we have had. We will 

continue to respond to your feedback, answer questions or concerns and keep you regularly updated while 

we work as hard as we can to make this situation as successful as possible for everyone. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

Edward Dove 

 

 

This email was sent on behalf of Marvels Lane Primary School via ScholarPack MIS. Please reply to 

admin@marvelslane.lewisham.sch.uk 

 


