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Going to the 
theatre Going to the park Going to the 

cinema

Reading a book Playing computer 
games

Watching sports 
matches

Watching a 
pantomime Going to the circus Listening to a CD

Listening to the 
radio

Listening to the 
gramophone

Going to the 
seaside

Watching a Punch 
and Judy show Going to an opera Taking a helicopter 

ride

Going to the zoo Watching a DVD Going to a freak 
show

Going to the music 
hall

Watching 
television

Going 
skateboarding

Watching a 
classical music 

concert
Riding a bicycle Going to the gym

Cut out these cards and organise them into two piles: ‘Things 
Victorians Did’ and ‘Things Victorians Didn’t Do’. 
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Can you organise Victorian leisure activities into the correct 
columns on this Carroll diagram? 

Poor People Rich People

Re
gu

lar
 Le

isu
re 

Ac
tiv
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ec

ial
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ea
ts
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Write a story
Write a story set in a Victorian 

seaside resort. You could write a 
story about a family going on their 

first holiday, you could write a 
mystery story, a scary story, a 

dramatic story...anything you like! Try 
to include as many details as you 

can about what a Victorian seaside 
resort would have been like and 

what the characters of the time would have been doing. 

Design a poster
Design a poster for a travelling 

circus. You will need to think of a 
name for your circus and include 

details about what kind of acts your 
customers will see when they come 

to visit the circus. Your poster will 
need to be bright and colourful and 

include details of when the circus 
will be visiting the town and how 

much the tickets will cost. 

Paint a picture
Paint a picture showing a typical 
Victorian seaside resort. In your 
painting you will need to show 

what people are wearing, what 
they are doing and what facilities 
are available to them. Are there 

any street performers in your 
picture? Are there any shops for 

people to buy refreshments? Is there a pier? Try to make your 
painting look as ‘Victorian’ as possible. 
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Write a script
Write a script for a Punch and Judy show. You 

will (obviously) need to have a character 
called Punch and a character called Judy. 

You can have other characters too. Common 
Punch and Judy characters include a police 

man, a crocodile, a clown, a ghost and a 
doctor. Remember, Punch and Judy needed 
to be funny to entertain children. And don’t 

forget to include stage directions in your script!

Write a song
Write a song with words to perform at 
the music hall. You can use tuned or 

untuned instruments to help you create 
your song or you can just use your voice. 

Find a way to record the tune you are 
creating so you remember how it goes 
when you perform it for other people. 

Don’t forget, music hall songs were funny 
and happy so make sure your tune 

reflects this. 

Create a role play
Create a role play about a Victorian family having a fun day out. 

You can choose what activities they 
do and what they see. They could go 

to a park or a zoo, a theatre or a 
circus. Think carefully about the 
characters and how they would 

have spoken and acted with each 
other and choose whether your 

family will be a rich or a poor family 
and how this will affect what they do. 


