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CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

APPENDIX B  -  2017/2018  

This appendix should be read in conjunction with the school Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and 

Appendix A. It is intended to keep the policy as up to date as possible by incorporating new and relevant 

information in between Policy reviews. It will be referred to in Staff Meetings and available on the staff 

shared network. 

Updates from September 2017 to July 2018 

Staff have been made aware so that they may be vigilant in identifying the signs of the following forms of 

potential abuse or harm: 

Domestic Violence (DV) 

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour,  violence or abuse 

between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of 

gender or sexuality. This can encompass but is not limited to the following types of abuse: psychological, 

physical, sexual, financial, emotional. 

Controlling behaviour is a range of acts designed to make a person subordinate and/or dependent by 

isolating them from sources of support, exploiting their resources and capacities for personal gain, depriving 

them of the means needed for independence, resistance and escape and regulating their everyday behaviour.  

Coercive behaviour is an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other 

abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim.  

Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing and scary for a child, and causes serious harm. Children 

living in a home where domestic abuse is happening are at risk of other types of abuse too. Children can 

experience domestic abuse or violence in lots of different ways. They might: 

 see the abuse 

 hear the abuse from another room 

 see a parent's injuries or distress afterwards 

 be hurt by being nearby or trying to stop the abuse 

Organised Exploitation and Trafficking 

 

Trafficking involves the recruitment, transportation and exploitation of women and children for the purposes 

of prostitution and domestic servitude across international borders and within countries. 

 

Victims are trafficked through criminal networks – often between towns and cities – and forced or coerced 

into sex with multiple men. They may also be used to recruit new victims. This serious organised activity 

can involve the buying and selling of young people. Modern slavery is also used to refer all of the forms of 

human trafficking, slavery and servitude 

Signs that a child has been trafficked may not be obvious but you might notice unusual behaviour or events. 

These include a child who: 

 spends a lot of time doing household chores 

 rarely leaves their house, has no freedom of movement and no time for playing 



 is orphaned or living apart from their family, often in unregulated private foster care 

 lives in substandard accommodation 

 isn't sure which country, city or town they're in 

 is unable or reluctant to give details of accommodation or personal details 

 might not be registered with a school or a GP practice 

 has no documents or has falsified documents 

 has no access to their parents or guardians 

 is seen in inappropriate places such as brothels or factories 

 possesses unaccounted for money or goods 

 is permanently deprived of a large part of their earnings, required to earn a minimum amount of 

money every day or pay off an exorbitant debt 

 has injuries from workplace accidents 

 gives a prepared story which is very similar to stories given by other children. 

Our procedures for responding to concerns about students at risk of or victims of modern slavery are 

informed by the statutory DfE guidance ‘Care of unaccompanied migrant child and child victims of modern 

slavery’, published in November 2017.  All concerns about students who may be being trafficked should be 

passed straight to the DSL on our standard concerns form. 

 
Peer on Peer abuse  

Peer on peer abuse can take many forms including physical, sexual (e.g. inappropriate touching) and 

emotional abuse (including bullying). Department for Education (DfE).  

 

Peer on peer abuse often involves an imbalance of power between the perpetrator and the victim. This could 

involve perpetrators having control over the relationship which makes it difficult for those they abuse to 

defend themselves. This imbalance of power can manifest itself in several ways. It may be physical, 

psychological (knowing what upsets someone), or social (e.g. isolating or excluding someone). It could also 

include issues such as revenge porn or what are often gender issues (e.g. girls being touched or boys being 

involved in initiation activities). KCSIE 2018 is clear that abuse is abuse and should never be tolerated or 

passed off as ‘banter’ or part of ‘growing up’.  

 

We recognise that some students will sometimes negatively affect the learning and wellbeing of others and 

their behaviour will be dealt with under the school’s Behaviour and Anti-Bullying Policies were necessary. 

However, there will be occasions when a child’s behaviour warrants a response under child protection rather 

than anti-bullying procedures.  

Child Protection issues raised in this way may include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and 

sexual exploitation. It is likely that to be considered a safeguarding allegation against a pupil, some of the 

following features will be found. 

The allegation: 

 is made against an older pupil and refers to their behaviour towards a younger pupil or a more 

vulnerable pupil 

 is of a serious nature, possibly including a criminal offence 

 raises risk factors for other pupils in the school 

 indicates that other pupils may have been affected by this student 

 indicates that young people outside the school may be affected by this student 

The management of children and young people with sexually harmful behaviour is complex and the school 

will work with other relevant agencies to maintain the safety of the whole school community. Young 

people who display such behaviour may be victims of abuse themselves and the child protection procedures 



will be followed for both victim and perpetrator.  We will support the victims of peer on peer abuse by 

following DfE guidance ‘Sexual Violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and 

colleges’, December 2017  

Sexting 

In cases of ‘sexting’ we follow guidance given to schools and colleges by the UK Council for Child Internet 

Safety (UKCCIS) published in August 2016: ‘Sexting in schools and colleges, responding to incidents, and 

safeguarding young people’. 

 

Fabricated Induced Illness 

Fabricated or induced illness (FII) is a rare form of child abuse. It occurs when a parent or carer, usually the 

child's biological mother, exaggerates or deliberately causes symptoms of illness in the child. 

FII is also known as 'Munchausen's syndrome by proxy' (not to be confused with Munchausen's syndrome, 

where a person pretends to be ill or causes illness or injury to themselves). 

FII covers a wide range of symptoms and behaviours involving parents seeking healthcare for a child. This 

ranges from extreme neglect (failing to seek medical care) to induced illness. 

 

Behaviours in FII include a parent or other carer who: 

 persuades healthcare professionals that their child is ill when they're perfectly healthy 

 exaggerates or lies about their child's symptoms 

 manipulates test results to suggest the presence of illness – for example, by putting glucose in urine 

samples to suggest the child has diabetes 

 deliberately induces symptoms of illness – for example, by poisoning her child with unnecessary 

medication or other substances 

 

If you suspect that a parent/carer may be fabricating or inducing illness in their child, you should not 

confront them directly. It's unlikely to make the person admit to wrongdoing, and it may give them the 

opportunity to dispose of any evidence of abuse.   
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http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Munchausens-syndrome/Pages/Introduction.aspx

