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CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

APPENDIX A  -  2016/2017  

This appendix should be read in conjunction with the school Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. It is 

intended to keep the policy as up to date as possible by incorporating new and relevant information in 

between Policy reviews. It will be referred to in Staff Meetings and available on the staff shared network. 

Updates from September 2016 to July 2017 

Staff have been made aware so that they may be vigilant in identifying the signs of the following forms of 

potential abuse or harm: 

Child Sexual Exploitation 

Child sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse where children are sexually exploited for money, power 

or status. It can involve violent, humiliating and degrading sexual assaults. In some cases, young people are 

persuaded or forced into exchanging sexual activity for money, drugs, gifts, affection or status. Consent 

cannot be given, even where a child may believe they are voluntarily engaging in sexual activity with the 

person who is exploiting them. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact and can 

happen online. A significant number of children who are victims of sexual exploitation go missing from 

home, care and education at some point. Some of the following signs may be indicators of sexual 

exploitation:  

• Children who appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions;  

• Children who associate with other young people involved in exploitation;  

• Children who have older boyfriends or girlfriends;  

• Children who suffer from sexually transmitted infections or become pregnant;  

• Children who suffer from changes in emotional well-being;  

• Children who misuse drugs and alcohol;  

• Children who go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late; and  

• Children who regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education.  

 

Honour Based Violence 

So-called ‘honour-based’ violence (HBV) encompasses crimes which have been committed to protect or 

defend the honour of the family and/or the community, including Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), forced 

marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. All forms of so called HBV are abuse (regardless of the 

motivation) and should be handled and escalated as such. If in any doubt, staff should speak to the 

designated safeguarding lead. Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant 

communities, need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBV, or already having suffered 

HBV.  

There are a range of potential indicators that a child may be at risk of HBV. Guidance on the warning signs 

that FGM or forced marriage may be about to take place, or may have already taken place, can be found on 

pages 38-41 of the Multi agency statutory guidance on FGM (pages 59-61 focus on the role of schools and 

colleges) and pages 13-14 of the Multi-agency guidelines: Handling case of forced marriage.  

If staff have a concern regarding a child that might be at risk of HBV, they should activate local 

safeguarding procedures, using existing national and local protocols for multi-agency liaison with police and 

children’s social care. Where FGM has taken place, since 17 that requires a different approach (see KSCIE 

Appendix A).  

 

 

 



 

 

Forced Marriage 

Forcing a person into a marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage is one entered into 

without the full and free consent of one or both parties and where violence, threats or any other form of 

coercion is used to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats can be physical or emotional and 

psychological. A lack of full and free consent can be where a person does not consent or where they cannot 

consent (if they have learning disabilities, for example). Nevertheless, some communities use religion and 

culture as a way to coerce a person into marriage. Schools and colleges can play an important role in 

safeguarding children from forced marriage. 

Children Missing from Education 

A child going missing from education is a potential indicator of abuse or neglect and such children are at 

risk of being victims of harm, exploitation or radicalisation. Marvels Lane staff follow recommended 

procedures for unauthorised absence and for dealing with children that go missing from education, 

particularly on repeat occasions, to help identify the risk of abuse and neglect, including sexual exploitation, 

and to help prevent the risks of going missing in future. 

E-Safety 

The E-Safety Policy has several purposes:  

 Set out the key principles expected of all members of the school community at Marvels Lane 

Primary School with respect to the use of IT-based technologies.  

 Safeguard and protect the children and staff. 

 Assist school staff working with children to work safely and responsibly with the Internet and other 

IT and communication technologies and to monitor their own standards and practice.  

 Set clear expectations of behaviour and/or codes of practice relevant to responsible use of the 

Internet for educational, personal or recreational use for the whole school community.  

 Have clear structures to deal with online abuse such as online bullying. 

 Ensure that all members of the school community are aware that unlawful or unsafe behaviour is 

unacceptable and that, where appropriate, disciplinary or legal action will be taken.  

 Minimise the risk of misplaced or malicious allegations made against adults who work with students.  

The policy details the main areas of risk for the school community; the roles and responsibilities for all 

members of the school community; how incidents will be handles; how e-safety is incorporated into the 

computing curriculum; training that will be available for staff and parents; how the school network is to be 

managed; how data will be kept secure and how mobile devises and digital content is to be managed. It also 

includes copies of the acceptable use agreements.  

May 2017 

 

 


