
YEAR 2 TERM 2 CURRICULUM MAP 

MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE I’M A LONDONER … 

KEY PRINCIPLES OF THE TOPIC 

In this topic, children will get to know our Queen Elizabeth I and our current royal family, learning their names and their roles, broadening their knowledge of this fundamentally British institution. They will make                                                      

a visit to London to see Buckingham Palace and the changing of the guard, recording what they see on ipads. They will compare life in Elizabethan times to now and write diaries to explore these differences.                                                      

As part of the science focus, the children will watch chicks hatch from their eggs and record the changes they observe using different media.  
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DIFFERENT STORIES BY THE SAME AUTHOR 

Read key texts e.g. by James Mayhew, Jill Murphy or Mini Grey; identify and display the features of stories by the 

author studied; use drama and discussion to explore ideas for a new story using a familiar character created by the 

chosen author; write their own complete stories with: consistent use of third or first person and tense, 

descriptions of settings and characters and some dialogue; plan, draft, edit and review. 

POETRY – REALLY LOOKING 

Read and discuss a range of poems where the writer is responding to some closely observed or recalled experience; 

identify key features for success criteria; explore and write simple poetry or short prose texts which describes some closely observed first-

hand experience; focus on adventurous language and its effective use; edit and publish poems. 

EXPLANATIONS 

Read a range of explanation texts that explains a process e.g. life cycle of a plant or chick; focus on how a process is described through the 

use of diagrams and flowcharts including labels and captions; identify and display key features of this genre; 

construct a pictorial flow chart based on a topic area and support planning and writing of an explanation text; 

sequence logically, consistent use of present tense and connectives to link paragraphs; plan, draft, edit and review 

explanation texts 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Demonstrate oral instructions for children to follow; read a range of simple instructions and discuss their purpose; 

write instructional sentences using commands (imperative verbs); write a set of instructions based on topic (how to make a crown) focusing on 

the use of consistent tense, sequencing through the use of numbering or bullets. 

DIARY/RECOUNT/LETTER 

Revise key features of one genre by reading a modelled piece of writing; plan and produce one piece of writing in role linked with topic.  

READING  

Reading is taught in different ways, using a rich variety of texts. During writing sessions, pupils investigate a text in depth, usually linked to 

topic work. In guided reading sessions, children work in smaller groups, on a range of texts, these sessions are targeted to develop their 

reading (decoding) and comprehension skills at their individual level. As well as taking books home, a love of reading is encouraged through 

reading corners, author visits and celebrations of reading and literature.  

The year 2 programmes of study for VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION and SPELLING will also be followed. 
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Practice of key number, place value and calculation skills. 

FRACTIONS 

Recognise, find ,name and write fractions 1/3, 1/4, 2/4 and 3/4 of a length, shape, set of objects or quantity; write simple fractions, for example 1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the 

equivalence of 2/4 and ½. 

MEASUREMENT 

Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure length, height (mm, m, cm) mass (KG,G) temperature (OC) and capacity (L,M l); compare and order lengths, 

mass, volume, capacity and record the units using <, > and =; recognise and use symbols for pounds, and pence and combine amounts to make particular value; find different 

combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money; solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition and subtraction of money of the same unit, including 

giving change; compare and sequence intervals of time; tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show 

these times; know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 

GEOMETRY  

Identify and describe the properties of 2-D shapes, including the number of sides, and line symmetry in a vertical line; identify and describe the properties of 3-D shapes, 

including the number of edges, vertices and faces; identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D shapes, [for example, a circle on a cylinder and a triangle on a pyramid]; compare 

and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes and everyday objects; order and arrange combinations of mathematical objects in patterns and sequences; use mathematical vocabulary to 

describe position, direction and movement, including movement in a straight line and distinguishing between rotation as a turn and in terms of right angles for quarter, half and 

three-quarter turns (clockwise and anti-clockwise). 

STATISTICS 

Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and tables; ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each category and 

sorting the categories by quantity; ask-and-answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data; interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block 

diagrams and tables; ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each category and sorting the categories by quantity; ask-and-answer questions 

about totalling and comparing categorical data. 
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MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE I’M A LONDONER … 

Know that Britain has long had a system of monarchy; that in the past, a person could become monarch if they 

were powerful enough to take the crown; know that in the past, the monarch was the absolute ruler, and what 

that means; know about the life of Queen Elizabeth 1st and aspects of life during her reign; know about the 

Royal Family today, the role of the Queen and make comparisons between aspects of life in Elizabethan and 

modern times; know where some people and events fit into a chronological framework; begin to understand why 

people in the past acted as they did; ask and answer questions about the past through observing and handling a 

range of sources. 
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TAKE CARE 

Know about some of the different ways to keep themselves healthy; consider the importance of eating a range of different types of food; 

know about the importance of exercise and hygiene; work scientifically by identifying and classifying food, using tables, and Venn and Carroll 

diagrams; make observations and collect data while carrying out exercises; use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

GROWING UP 

Consider the basic needs of humans for survival; identify simple differences between living and non-living things; 

know the sequence of the human life cycle, first through considering how they have changed since birth; research 

further changes that happen as a human baby grows and develops into and through adulthood; when comparing 

different stages of human life, consider growth, changes in physical appearance, movement, feeding and diet, self-

care, the move from dependency to independence and parenthood; find out information from secondary sources; 

observe changes over time, identify, classify and notice patterns; when looking for patterns in how our bodies change 

and grow, create simple scatter graphs; display information and findings in a variety of ways; consider and comment 

on this information. 

OUR CHANGING WORLD 

Observe animals in their habitats and notice how they change through the year; build up simple food chains learn about animal life cycles by 

observing how an animal changes over time; work scientifically by making careful observations over time, using simple equipment; record 

observations in a range of different ways; use data to suggest answers to questions. 
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 MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE I’M A LONDONER … 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage; use simple compass 

directions and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map; use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key; use secondary sources of information. 
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DRAWING AND PAINTING 

Mix and match colours; make tints adding white and make tones 

adding black;  use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of a 

London vehicle and enlarge it as a 

drawing. 

 

 

 

COMPUTING 

Take different photographs of 

themselves displaying different moods and change the 

photographic image on a computer. 
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THE CROWN JEWELS  

USE OF MATERIALS/ TEXTILES 

Choosing the best materials and giving a 

reason why. Measuring and joining 

materials , folding and rolling in different 

ways 

CONSTRUCTION  

Showing simple workings characteristics of materials and 

components. Investigating how structures can be made stronger. 

COOKING AND NUTRITION  

Children will take safety measures in using tools to cut, mix and 

prepare foods. 
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WE ARE PHOTOGRAPHERS /  WE ARE RESEARCHERS 

Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content; recognise common 

uses of information technology beyond school; use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information 

private; identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or contact on the 

internet or other online technologies.. 
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Make simple choices about some aspects of health and well-

being; know what keeps them healthy  

RSE To know the difference between boys and girls; to name 

body parts.  
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LONDON BRIDGE IS FALLING DOWN 

Sing songs with a sense of the shape of the melody; 

accompany songs with simple rhythm patterns; create a 

London soundscape choosing and ordering words and sounds; 

discuss and improve our work; listen to Royal music by Purcell, 

Elgar and Handel; describe images created by the music; 

begin to sing and play musical phrases from graphic notation. 
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GAMES Aiming at different targets. Passing a ball to a moving 

partner and moving to receive a ball in netball, basketball or 

rugby. Continuous dribbling, hitting the ball on the floor or in the 

air for a partner to receive in football or hockey. 

GYMNASTICS Understand different pathways and be able to 

travel in different speeds and directions. Be able to link two or 

more movements together smoothly.  

DANCE Creating, rehearsing and performing dance based on ‘Off 

with their heads’ 
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HINDU GODS AND BELIEFS 

Learn that there are many forms of God; learn 

about the universe and the endless cycle of 

creation, preservation and destruction; listen 

to stories that help Hindus understand right 

and wrong or evil or good; learn about some of 

their sacred books. 

THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS 

Learn about Christian values and why the Bible is a special book 

for Christians. 

EASTER AND SYMBOLS 

Learn about the symbols of Easter and what they represent; look 

at symbolic actions that take place during Easter. 

 

 

 


